
Galileo Music Communication GmbH - Dachauer Str. 5-7 - 82256 Fürstenfeldbruck

Atse Tewodros Project

Maqeda
Cat-Ref. GMC110

Barcode 4250095801105

Release date 21.06.2024

Label Galileo MC (LC-12661)

Style World Music / Afrika / Äthiopien

The Atse Tewodros Project was created by Gabriella Ghermandi in 2010 in an effort to bring 

together Italian and Ethiopian musicians as a way of fostering mutual dialogue and artistic 

creation. The project was founded in Addis Ababa, growing out of the collaboration between 

Ethiopian composer Aklilu Zewdy and Professor Berhanu Gezaw. The Atse Tewodros Project is 

named after the Ethiopian Emperor Atse Tewodros II who ruled from 1855 to 1868 and was 

widely considered the father of modern Ethiopia. He was the first Emperor who gave Ethiopia 

the chance to modernize while respecting its traditions. In a similar way, the Atse Tewodros 

Project intends to respect traditional Ethiopian music while opening it up to dialogue and 

exchange.

The Atse Tewodros Project focus on creating pieces of Ethiopian music with jazz influences , 

incorporating music from ethnic groups whose music is relatively unknown outside of Ethiopia. 

The group produces songs in eight different languages, and, in addition to the highland ethnic 

groups, offers music from Kunama, Gamo, Gofa and others.

Gabriella Ghermandi

Singer, performer, novelist and short-story writer, Gabriella Ghermandi was born in Addis Ababa 

in 1965 to an Italian father and Ethiopian mother and raised in Ethiopia. In 1979, a year after 

her father’s death, Ghermandi moved permanently to Italy. Parallel to her work as an author 

and singer-songwriter, Gabriella Ghermandi has been building a considerable reputation as a 

performer of narratives adapted from Ethiopia’s oral and musical tradition . As well as speaking 

at many conferences and educational institutions, Gabriella has been a keynote speaker at the 

American Association for Italian Studies. 

“There is so much to explore when it comes to Ethiopian music. There are at least eighty 

different ethnic groups in Ethiopia, each one with different music and rhythms. Some of this 

music is related to functions of traditional ceremonies that are disappearing, and with them the 

music that belongs to these ceremonies will also disappear. In my projects, I love to research 

and bring out the unknown music from many ethnic groups, to share the amazing variety of 

Ethiopian musical genres and traditions. I work with musicians who perform on traditional 

Ethiopian instruments, showing Ethiopian musicians themselves how traditional instruments can 

dialogue with modern instruments and also with various jazz approaches. As the daughter of an 

Italian worker and an Ethiopian woman, my parents came together as a result of war. I like to 

create music with a group that brings together artists from two peoples who fought each other is 

a form of healing, of practicing peace. Above all, I long to bring as much Ethiopian music as 

Galileo Music Communication GmbH

Dachauer Str. 5-7 - 82256 Fürstenfeldbruck

Tel: +49 (8141) 226 130 - Fax: 08141 226 133 - Email: daniel@galileo-mc.de

Internet: www.galileomusic.de



Galileo Music Communication GmbH - Dachauer Str. 5-7 - 82256 Fürstenfeldbruck

possible to the world.”

Featured artist
Ghermandi, Gabriella

Band member
Gebre, Abu Washint (Ethiopian traditional flute)

Ghermandi, Gabriella Vocals

Hassen, Endres Masinqo (Ethiopian traditional one string bowl)

Legesse, Misale Kebero (Ethiopian traditional drums)

Missio, Camilla Bass Guitar

Puglisi, Fabrizio Acoustic Piano, fender rhodes and synth ARP

Ruggero, Tommy Drum set, doun doun and percussions

Teklemariam, Anteneh Electric and Acoustic Kirar

Guest artist
Ferrari, Camilla Vocals

Galli, daniela Vocals

Loredan, Federica Body Music

Mbar Ndiaye Sabar

Misikir Mindaye vocals

Peace Diouf Acoustic Guitar

Puglisi, Leonardo Beatbox

Silvia Donati Vocals

Sissoko, Kaw Kora

Producer
Ghermandi, Gabriella

Mixer
Duna Studio Russi

aufnahmestudio
Langano Studio Addis Abeba 

(ETH), Duna Studio Russi (IT)

Mastering
Duna Studio Russi

Phonotraphy
Ghermandi, Gabriella

Mahlet Maurizi

Mario di Bari

Cover Artwork
Eleni Lomvardou

Tracklist

05:201. Set Nat
M: Gabriella Ghermandi/Fabrizio Puglisi | T: Gabriella Ghermandi

05:202. Kotilidda
M: Gabriella Ghermandi/Fabrizio Puglisi | T: Gabriella Ghermandi

05:443. Saba
M: Gabriella Ghermandi/Fabrizio Puglisi | T: Gabriella Ghermandi

07:064. Boncho
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M: Gabriella Ghermandi/Fabrizio Puglisi | T: Gabriella Ghermandi

06:145. Dink Hona
M: Gabriella Ghermandi/Fabrizio Puglisi | T: Gabriella Ghermandi

05:506. Hendeke
M: Gabriella Ghermandi/Fabrizio Puglisi | T: Gabriella Ghermandi

05:167. Maqeda
M: Gabriella Ghermandi/Fabrizio Puglisi | T: Gabriella Ghermandi

04:098. Baranche
M: Gabriella Ghermandi/Fabrizio Puglisi | T: Gabriella Ghermandi

05:569. Lucy
M: Gabriella Ghermandi/Fabrizio Puglisi | T: Gabriella Ghermandi
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