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Dot Time Records is thrilled to announce the August 23, 2024 release of My Ideal, a
breathtaking new album from acclaimed GRAMMY®-nominated vocalist Catherine Russell and
prodigious pianist Sean Mason. This modern classic marks a significant milestone in both
artists’ careers, capturing a powerful and intimate musical dialogue. My Ideal is a very special
project even in the very rarified strata where Catherine works; this is not only her first complete
set of voice-and-piano duets, but her partner on this project is a remarkable piano prodigy
whose technical skill is only rivaled by his soulfulness.

Since her debut solo album in 2006, Catherine Russell has captivated audiences with her rich,
soulful voice and exceptional interpretative skills. Her eight previous solo albums have garnered
critical acclaim, with Send For Me (2022) marking her first collaboration with Sean Mason. My
Ideal elevates their partnership to new heights, featuring a complete set of voice-and-piano
duets that hark back to classic jazz traditions. Sean Mason, a remarkable talent, 25 years old at
the time of this recording, complements Russell’s vocal artistry with his sophisticated and
nuanced piano playing. Despite his youth, Mason’s deep understanding of jazz’s history and
techniques allows him to support and enhance Russell’s performances brilliantly .

Catherine Russell and Sean Mason share a profound connection that transcends their
impressive individual talents. Both masters of jazz, their repertoires span the vast landscape of
African-American and American popular music, from the blues and R&B to the Great American
Songbook, Broadway, Hollywood, and Tin Pan Alley. This collaboration represents a unique
convergence of experience and youthful virtuosity, offering a fresh yet timeless sound.

“Singing with the great pianist Sean Mason allows for the freedom to have fun and be in the
moment. We understand each other,” says Catherine Russell. This synergy is palpable
throughout My Ideal, as the duo effortlessly blend their talents to create a compelling musical
experience. My Ideal tells the history of the jazz art form, from the early beginnings of the music
with homages to James P. Johnson and Fats Waller, to the confluence of jazz and popular
music with tributes to Ray Charles and Frank Sinatra. The adept duo imbue each piece with
nuanced authenticity, sincerity and originality.
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Producer
Catherine Russell, Paul Kahn,
and Katherine Miller

Mixer
Katherine Miller at Annandale
Recording

aufnahmestudio
Sear Sound, NYC, Studio A

Tracklist
1. A Porter's Love Song (To A Chambermaid) 04:56
2. | Don't Need No Doctor 03:01
3. My Ideal 04:39
4. You Stayed Away Too Long 03:18
5. On the Sentimental Side 03:11
6. Ain't That Love 04:25
7. The Best Things Happen While You're Dancing 03:15
8. Ain't Got Nobody to Grind My Coffee 03:37
9. You Can Depend on Me 03:13
10. South to a Warmer 05:44
11. Waitin' for a Train to Come In 03:49
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